FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NAVY CLINCHES PORT OF LOS ANGELES
HARBOR CUP TITLE FOR FIRST TIME

MARCH 11, 2018 LOS ANGELES, CA - - On the morning of the final day of the
2018 Port of Los Angeles Harbor Cup regatta here, skies finally cleared and the
sun broke through for the penultimate race of this prestigious event.
The College of Charleston Cougars led the fleet of ten boats around the course,
in light southerly breezes, capturing their first win of the regatta.
But it was the US Naval Academy’s second place finish in that race, that was the
big news. With that, the Midshipmen clinched the 2018 Port of LA Harbor Cup
title, for the first time in history.
“We’ve been here since the beginning (2008) and it’s the first time Navy has
won it,” said skipper Teddy Papenthien. “It’s just awesome for the program, just
huge.”
For the final race of the regatta, Navy held back, easing into a second tier start.
“We had it clinched before the start of that race, so we figured we’d just go out
and have fun, and see what happened. This is, for all of us, our last
intercollegiate race; and for most of us probably our last regatta for a long time.
We’ve got two Surface Warfare Officers, three Marines, and two Navy pilots,
going off to try some different things.”
Papenthien continued, “This is a huge win for the whole program, because
everyone was involved. I’m very pleased and very proud: our crew did

awesome.” In addition to the Port of LA Harbor Cup perpetual trophy, the
Midshipmen received a take-home half-model of the Catalina 37; and a cash
prize from sponsor Community Bank.
Also making their first visit to the podium was the University of California Santa
Barbara Gauchos, in second overall. But their day didn’t start out that well.
OCS in the first race, skipper Christopher Weis explained, “We found ourselves
pretty deep. But the team worked really hard to fight our way back. We went
up the left side and were able to go over a few people.”
That left them in a pack, scrambling for standings in the final race. “Going into
the last race, everyone was there,” – UCSB, Charleston, University of South
Florida and California Maritime Academy, all vying for podium positions. ‘We
were all within a few points of each other. So, in order to get second, we knew
we had to get out there and get the job done.”
“I am really proud of how they came out today,” said UCSB Coach Rob Grant.
“This is only their second time at this regatta, and racing these boats. We
practice on a Farr 40, so I was especially impressed by their boat handling.”
“And yesterday was pretty rough,” Grant continued. “But today they shook it off
and got to work. In that last race they did everything they needed to.”
“It’s all teamwork,” Weis described. “We all worked really well together: the
team telling me to keep my head down when I needed to, to keep my air clear;
getting the sails up and down, getting around the course. It’s all about
teamwork.”
UCSB edged out by just two points USF. The Bulls took third, and were also
recognized with the Best Kept Boat Award – for the team who best looked after
their race boat.
As the clouds parted and sun beamed down on the fleet, University of Hawaii
warmed up. They logged their best finish of the regatta – second place, in the
final race.

Getting used to the boat was their biggest hurdle, explained skipper Michael
Pacholski. “It was the first time I got to drive a big boat in a regatta – it was really
different. We were having a lot of fun with the starts.”
And today’s lumpy, swelly seas, a trial for many other teams, were no deterrent
to the Hawaiian Rainbows – who know a lot about waves. “There were a lot of
waves, so we did a lot of steering up wind; bow up, bow down, and had our jib
trimmer adjusting constantly, As long as we kept the boat moving it was good;
our boat speed was really good.”
“And we really enjoyed the regatta,” Pacholski added – echoing the sentiment
of so many sailors.
LAYC hosts competitors, providing all accommodations, meals, hospitality, and
outstanding race management.
“It’s awesome, flying out here, having a lot of fun,” said Gunnar Hough, Navy
bowman and Executive Officer. “Having all the boats lined up in front of the
club, it feels very professional. The Catalina 37s are extremely fun boats to sail as
well, and there’s always a solid crew our team puts together, to come out.”
“A shout out to the club for putting on this amazing regatta,” added
Papenthien. “Of all the ones we’ve done, every one agrees this is their favorite.
LAYC rolls out the red carpet for us. Everyone is so nice, and the boats we get to
stay on are great. You couldn’t dream it up if you tried; it’s so nice – we’re so
lucky to be here. A huge thank you to the organizers and sponsors.”
Saturday night, competitors had been regaled by a presentation from sailing rock
star, Terry Hutchinson, on the Bella Mente Quantum Racing New York Yacht Club
America’s Cup 36 challenge.
He also lauded the “significantly important” impact of programs like the Port of
Los Angeles Harbor Cup. Hutchinson, himself a college dinghy sailor, described
his own entrée to big boat sailing as “slow.”

“It’s impressive the support the Port of LA and LAYC put behind this program and
the development, for this younger generation of sailors, into bigger, keelboat
sailing.”
The Port of Los Angeles Harbor Cup regatta has been held since 2008, sponsored
by the Port of LA and hosted by LAYC and Cal Maritime. This invitational onedesign regatta is raced in the challenging waters outside the Port of LA aboard
an equalized fleet of Catalina 37 sloops, managed and maintained by the Long
Beach Sailing Foundation. Invitations for the 10 berths are highly coveted, for the
chance to win the Port of LA Harbor Cup perpetual trophy, which was deeded to
encourage, “…young men and women to enjoy the benefits of competitive
sailing.” College level regattas are typically sailed in small one or two-person
dinghies in protected waters. But the Port of LA Harbor Cup provides a rare
opportunity for big boat, offshore racing, with large competitive co-ed teams.
For complete information on the Port of LA Harbor Cup and complete results
please visit www.layc.org.
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